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EDUCATION

August 2002 


University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA



 Ph.D. in Communication Studies (emphasis in Rhetorical Studies)



 Dissertation: “Conspiracy Narratives as Political Rhetoric”

 May 1991


Grinnell College, Grinnell, IA




B.A. in English 
AWARDS
1993


Iowa Fellowship, University of Iowa


1991


Phi Beta Kappa, Grinnell College


1991


Beulah Bennet Loring Prize for Outstanding Graduate in English, 





   Grinnell College


1987


National Merit Scholarship

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

 2005-Present
Assistant Professor of English, Department of English and Foreign Languages, University of Saint Francis:  Teach a wide variety of courses, including all variations of the university’s 100-level writing courses as well as courses in literature (e.g., Literature by Women, American Writers for Mass Audiences). Also developed an online version of the university’s college writing class.  Departmental duties include participating in all department meetings, developing plans for new courses, and advising students.
  2003-2005
Adjunct Assistant Professor of Rhetoric, Department of Rhetoric,   University of Iowa: Teach sections of the department’s rhetoric course as well as assist in administration of the University of Iowa’s Writing Center. Duties include coordinating the online tutoring program, doing individual tutoring, and assisting in the administrational duties of the center. Also teach the correspondence version of the department’s advanced rhetoric course via email for continuing education students. 
2002-2004

Kirkwood Community College, Cedar Rapids, IA

Instructor, English Department: Taught all three levels of composition courses offered by this community college, from remedial writing to advanced college-prep course.  Responsible for all aspects of course planning, organization, and grading.


2002-2003

Online Writing Lab Tutor, SMARTHINKING, Inc.





Served as an instructor in an online writing lab format.  Read, 





critiqued, and responded to a wide variety of college-level writing.


1994-1996

University of Iowa, Iowa City, IA





Graduate Instructor: Taught three different versions of the 





introductory course in reading, writing, and speaking in the Rhetoric 




Department.  Chose texts, created syllabus, formulated all 





assignments, lectured, led discussions, and administered all grades.
TEACHING RECOGNITION

2004
Nominee for “The Kirkwood Difference” Award: Received nomination for employee recognition award at Kirkwood Community College. Kirkwood alumni are asked to nominate a member of the faculty or staff who has been particularly influential or important in their education. Nomination submitted by former student from advanced composition class.
UNIVERSITY SERVICE
2006-Present
Director of Writing: Duties include hiring, mentoring, and evaluating all adjunct writing faculty; making decisions on textbooks, handbooks, and trade books to be used in writing courses; creating syllabi for all writing courses.  Also worked with the General Education Committee to develop standards for Writing Intensive courses and an application form for faculty to use in submitting courses for the WI designation.  Create workshops for faculty and students on issues of writing pedagogy, citation styles, etc.  Also created Blackboard sites as resources for instructors of writing courses offered by the English department, as well as for instructors of writing intensive courses.

2005-2006
Associate Director of Writing: In preparation for becoming Director of Writing in the 2006-2007 academic year, have served as an assistant to current Director, Matt Smith.  Duties include classroom evaluations of adjunct faculty, participating in decisions on hiring adjunct writing instructors, making decisions about texts to be used in writing courses, and planning a faculty seminar on writing intensive courses.

2007
Creator of Workshop on APA style citation: Created an original PowerPoint presentation on APA style citation and have delivered it at workshops for students from a variety of departments and disciplines, including social work, physical therapy, and nursing. 
2007-Present                    Member, General Education Committee: Elected in spring of 2007 to the General Education Committee.  Committee oversees the general education package of classes offered by the university.

Summer 2007
Member and Secretary, General Education Summer Task Force on Assessment: Served on a summer task force that examined how to begin and use assessment of the university’s new general education package of courses.
Fall, 2006
Member, Instructional Technology Task Force: Served as member of this task force that created a survey that measured the use of technology by university faculty and developed recommendations based on the results of this survey.
2005-2007
Member, Campus Technology Committee: Serve as a faculty representative on a campus-wide committee that deals with issues of the use of technology by students, faculty, and staff.

Spring, 2005
Peer Tutoring Advisor: Served as a mentor in the university’s peer tutoring program.  Advise undergraduate peer writing tutors on most effective and useful ways of responding to student papers and serve as a liaison between the peer tutors and the faculty member whose class they tutor for.

2003-2005

Presenter, Writing Seminar: Created and regularly delivered 




presentation to classes from the Students Taking Academic 





Responsibility (STAR) program on the University of Iowa Writing 




Center and the process of writing academic papers.




Presenter, Application Letter Seminar:  Co-presenter of a seminar 


on writing effective application letters for scholarships and admission 


applications to University of Iowa students, sponsored by the Honors 


Program.



Presenter, Writing Panel for College-Bound High School Students: 


One of a three-member panel from the Rhetoric Department at the 


University of Iowa that spoke to a college preparation class 



at the Alternative High School in Iowa City.  Panel presented 



information on how to approach writing on a college level and 


answered questions from students about the college experience in 


general.

RELATED EXPERIENCE

1997-2002

Profiles Publishing Company, Iowa City, IA

Editor: Worked in a fulltime capacity as an editor for this educational 

publishing company.  Designed, wrote, and edited materials to help 

students at various grade levels review reading and writing skills. 

Edited and contributed to similar materials across curriculum areas, 

including mathematics, science, and social studies.

1996-1997

Freelance Author, Profiles Publishing Company 






Wrote variety of original fiction and nonfiction texts, as well as 




instructional text, for use in educational materials for K-12 students.

1991-1993

Assistant Editor, American Guidance Service, Circle Pines, MN




Designed, wrote, and edited wide variety of educational materials for 




this designer of K-12 materials.  Focused primarily on language arts.                                        

MEDIA APPEARANCES


Columnist, Media Matters for America: Contribute regular brief commentaries to Media Matters for America, a national media monitoring organization, responding to the editorial segment “The Point” hosted by Sinclair Broadcasting’s Mark Hyman and aired on its affiliates across the country. March, 2005—2006.
Interview by WMAY-AM Radio.  Interviewed by Jim Leach, host of morning radio show on WMAY-AM in Springfield, Illinois.  Discussed Sinclair Broadcasting, media consolidation, and steps citizens can take to counter the growing influence of corporate media.  February 22, 2005.
Interview by Air America Radio.  Interviewed by Mike Papantonio on nationally broadcast show “Ring of Fire” aired on the Air America radio network.  Discussed Sinclair Broadcasting, the editorials of Sinclair Vice President Mark Hyman, and the creation of the weblog “The Counterpoint.”  February 12, 2005.

Interview by Iowa City Press-Citizen.  Interviewed as part of their weekly “Q & A” feature.  Discussed the popularity of conspiracy-themed stories such as the novel The Da Vinci Code and the film National Treasure.  December 12, 2004.

Weblog  http://thecounterpoint.blogspot.com.  An informal daily analysis, critique, and response to the editorial segment “The Point” hosted by Sinclair Broadcasting’s Mark Hyman and aired on its affiliates across the country.  July, 2004 – 2006.

PUBLICATIONS/PRESENTATIONS
“Adam Smith: The Rhetoric of Propriety.”  Book review of Adam Smith: The Rhetoric of Propriety. To be published in an  upcoming issue of The Review of Communication, the electronic journal of the National Communication Association that provides literature and book reviews in the field of communication studies.

“The Origin of Rhetoric in the Breakdown of the Bicameral Mind.” Lead essay in the inaugural issue of The Jaynesian, the electronic newsletter of the Julian Jaynes Society (Volume 1, Issue 1, Summer 2007).  Available at: http://www.julianjaynes.org/pdf/jaynesian_volume1_issue1.pdf
“The Elephant in the Room.” Position paper delivered as part of an invited panel of speakers to present at a roundtable discussion at the conference “The Future of Communication Studies: Toward a Critical Remapping of the Field” in Ottawa, Ontario, March 15-16, 2007.

“The Sign and the Thing Itself: The Rhetorical Significance of the Jewel/Harding Debate.” Presented at the conference “The Future of Communication Studies: Toward a Critical Remapping of the Field” in Ottawa, Ontario, March 15-16, 2007.  Paper is under consideration for publication in a collection of conference proceedings.
“Reading, Writing, and the Role of the Online Tutor.”  Paper published as lead essay in January 2006 edition of The Writing Lab Newsletter, a publication of the international Writing Centers Association, an Assembly of the National Council of the Teachers of English.

“A Dystopic Utopia: Kenneth Burke, The Turner Diaries, and the Motives of Conspiracy.”  Presented at the 2005 National Communication Association Conference in Boston, Massachusetts, November, 2005.  Named to the “Top Papers in Kenneth Burke” Panel.

“Democratic Dreams, Nightmares of Conspiracy.” Presented at the 2005 National Communication Association Conference in Boston, Massachusetts, November, 2005.
“Burke, Pericles, Plato, and the Rhetoric of Polarization.” Presented at the 2005 National Communication Association Conference in Boston, Massachusetts, November, 2005.
“But It Is Rocket Science!” Presented at the 2005 Conference of the International Writing Centers Association and the National Conference on Peer Tutoring in Writing in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 



“Rhetorical Foxiness and Communicative Hedgehoggery.” Position 




paper written in conjunction with participation in a preconference 




seminar on the history of the discipline at the National Communication 




Association convention in Chicago, 2004.




“Online Tutoring: A Poor Man’s Substitute or the Real Deal?”  




Participant in panel presentation given at the Thomas R. Watson 




Conference on Rhetoric and Composition, Louisville, KY, October, 




2004. 




“Sidney’s Dialectic of Travel.” Paper delivered at 4th Biennial 





Conference of the International Society for Travel Writing, Milwaukee, 



WI, October, 2004.




“Dear Boss: Hoax as Collective Narrative in the Case of the Jack the 




Ripper Letters.”  Essay published in the peer-reviewed online journal 




The Journal of Criminal Justice and Popular Culture (Volume 10, 




Issue 3).  http://www.albany.edu/scj/jcjpc/
“Dystopic Utopia: Kenneth Burke, The Turner Diaries, and the Rhetoric of Conspiracy.”  Paper  delivered at the annual conference of the Central States Communication Association (CSCA) in Omaha, NE, April, 2003“Breathing the Same Air: Conspiracy in the Wake of Oklahoma City” Paper  delivered at the annual conference of the Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association (PCA/ACA), New Orleans, LA, April, 2003. 

Encyclopedia of American Conspiracy Theory.  Wrote three short 

articles and  two longer essays on specific topics related to conspiracy 

theory for this reference book, edited by Dr. Peter Knight, Manchester 

University (UK). Published in 2004. 

“Dear Boss: Hoax as Collective Narrative in the Case of the Jack the Ripper Letters.”  Paper delivered at “Fakes and Forgeries, Conmen and Counterfeits,” an interdisciplinary conference chaired by Dr. Peter Knight and Dr. Jonathan Long,  July, 2002, at Durham University, Durham, UK.

GRANTS
Successfully applied for CAES funding to develop ENGL 204: Advanced Expository Writing, a new class offered as part of the revision to the English major and curriculum, 2007.

Successfully applied for CAES funding to attend “The Future of Communication Studies: Toward a Critical Remapping of the Field” in Ottawa, Ontario, March 15-16, 2007, and the CCCC convention in New York City, New York,  March 21-24, 2007.

RESEARCH INTERESTS

In addition to those previously mentioned, my particular academic 

interests include rhetorical history, rhetorical criticism, the intersection

of rhetorical and  narrative theory (particularly the use of narrative as a mode of public discourse) semiotics, film studies (particularly the comparison of film vs. prose as  narrative forms), language theory, the work of Kenneth Burke, literature as public discourse/argumentation, pedagogy of writing, Shakespeare, Jane  Austen, Thomas Hardy, and the history of the novel.

MEMBERSHIPS







National Communication Association 
National Council of Teachers of English




Central States Communication Association

LANGUAGES





College level coursework in French and ancient Greek.

